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£ Mr Didier Giard
"= 1951-2020
8 President
¥ French Association of
: Gemmology

Didier Giard, President of the French
Association of Gemmology, died from acute
pancreatitis on 3rd May 2020, after a short
stay in hospital in the midst of the Covid crisis.
He is survived by his wife Isabelle and his two
sons.

He was born in St Mandé in 1951, to a well-
known jewellery family that specialised in
religious medals and dated back to 1887. He
studied commerce, management, international
politics and foreign languages (Hindi). During
this period he also became an accomplished
middle-distance runner. When he took over
the family business he continued to pursue
his interest in foreign affairs, to the point

of becoming Foreign Trade Advisor to the
French government, and Assistant Professor
in geopolitics at the Paris 12 university (Paris

Est Créteil), becoming Vice-Dean for one
mandated term. He travelled extensively, both
for business and for gems, notably to India and
China, but also to Afghanistan (where he met
guerilla commander Ahmad Shah Massoud)
and more recently to Mogok and Mozambique.
He was elected President of the French
Association of Gemmology (AFG: Association
Francaise de Gemmologie) in 1997.

His many involvements with small business
initiatives and the “Great Paris” programme
marked an increased interest in politics

and foreign trade, and finally geopolitics. He
also became an elected member of the city
Council in Villecresnes where he lived. He
loved corresponding with the French Senate,
where he organised the first Rendez-Vous
Gemmologiques de Paris (Paris Gemmological),
a popular conference, with international
speakers, that has now been held more than
20 times.

Those who knew him were impressed by his
great kindness and willingness to share his
knowledge. He was a great statesman of the
gemmology world and a voice that was silenced
far too soon.

Emmanuel Fritsch PhD, GG, hFGA

GAHK was founded in 1979 and was incorporated in 1998.

Professional Status

CG(Diamond)

Aims & Objectives

practitioners

www.gahk.org

 Offers internationally recognised qualifications: FGAHK, CG(Fei Cui) &

* Affiliates with international gem testing laboratories, education and
professional training organisations and research institutes

* Established GAHK Certification & Label Scheme for Fei Cui & Diamond
to enhance consumer confidence in the credibility of Diamond and Fei
Cui certificates issued by accredited local gem testing laboratories

 To promote higher levels of professionalism and disseminate
information about new developments in gemmology to members and

* To foster public interest in gemmology
* To organise lectures, seminars, exhibitions and visits to area of
gemmological interests
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