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William R. (Bobby) Mann, (GG) Graduate Gemologist (GIA)
(1982), a (PG) Professional Gemologist, Columbia School
of Gemology (1983) and published ivory identification
specialist.

He was co-founder of the International Ivory Society (1996).
Past President of the (US) National Capital Area Chapter of
the International Society of Appraisers and past president
and founding member of the Washington, DC Chapter of
the Gemological Institute of America Alumni.

He was known among gemmologists as a kind and
generous man, with a passion for all gems and jewellery
but especially for rare and unusual ivories, whether natural
or imitation.

Some of our members will remember, with pleasure, an
article in this Journal in 2007 on the unusual and, for many
| suspect, slightly quirky seeming topic of Elk Teeth Ivory,
which Bobby Mann co-authored with the late Grahame
Brown.

Bobby had a large collection of unusual ivories; tusks,
teeth and skulls, both natural and manufactured. Since
1996 he had dedicated considerable time to teaching
ivory identification through talks, seminars and hands-on
workshops where he made this collection freely available
for hands-on study. He was also the manufacturer of Ivory
I.D. comparison kits, and author of Ivory Identification - A
Photographic Companion.

Bobby Mann will be sadly missed in the international
gemmological community and we should like to express our
condolences to his family and friends. Our thanks also go
to Charles Marts, Secretary and Webmaster (Washington)
DC, GIA and to Antoinette Matlins with whose words we
shall close.

“| was very saddened to learn about the sudden death of
Bobby Mann. | knew him for years; beginning with the days
he studied gemmology with my father, Tony Bonanno. |
was always warmly embraced whenever | attended any of
the (Washington) DC-GIA meetings or other gem/jewellery
events (gem shows, etc). | will remember him first as a very
kind and loving human being. | will also remember him as
someone who was passionate about life, and who lived it

in an exemplary way. And I'll never look at a piece of ivory
without remembering Bobby Mann...and smiling. His was a
life “well lived” and one that touched many.”

Antoinette Matlins, PG, FGA
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Antoinette Matlins, PG, FGA

Stanley Lau Chin-ho
SBS, MH, JP

The Hong Kong Gemmological Association was shocked
and saddened to hear that Mr Stanley Lau had passed
away suddenly on 12 June, 2016.
Mr Lau, the former Chairman of the Federation of Hong
Kong Industries, Chairman of the Hong Kong Productivity
Council and countless public positions, was the Guest of
Honour at our Annual Dinner in 2015, where he presented
a warm and encouraging speech to our Gem-A Gemmology
and Diamond Diploma graduates, Certified Gemmologists
and Association members.
Mr Lau was not only a good friend of mine, he was my
mentor in matters of public service and contributions to be
made as an industrial leader when | was first elected as
chairman of GAHK.
We should like to express our deepest condolences to
Mr Lau’s family and to express our grief at the loss of a
great industrial and social leader.

K.K. Chow
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