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Chapter 1

1.0 Background

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) is an ongoing necessity in the ever-changing technological
world in which we live. The practicing professional gemmologists have to remain competent throughout
their working careers so that they can properly carry out various duties and roles in the ever-changing
complex environment. To this end gemmologists need to take opportunities to update their knowledge and
expertise and to develop those personal qualities required to fulfill their roles in industry and in professional
community as well.

In line with the global trends of CPD in leading professional bodies and institutions, The
Gemmological Association of Hong Kong (GAHK) has considered that there is a need of implementing
the mandatory CPD requirements for “Certified Gemmologist” (C.G.) [53 A] #38EM] on specific fields
of gemstone testing to instill a sense of professional responsibility amongst gemmologists, to
strengthen consumer’s confidence on gemstone identification and certification, and subsequently to
uphold our reputation as a leading professional gemmological institution in Hong Kong.

GAHK announced the Mandatory CPD Requirements for Certified Gemmologists in August 2006.
GAHK'’s “Standard Methods for Testing Fei Cui (Jadeite Jade) for Hong Kong” (HKSM/JJT-2006) and
“Standard Methods for Testing Diamond for Hong Kong” (HKSM/DT-2008) were adopted by the
Custom and Excise Department as a key reference of the definition of the Fei Cui and Diamond in the Trade
Descriptions (Provision of Information on Natural Fei Cui, Diamond) Order in 2009.

The “Standard Methods for Testing Fei Cui for Hong Kong” (HKSM/FCT-2016) was issued in 2016 and the
Chinese version of the Standard namely as &&3521Z #8158 /57% was published in 2018. In 2014 and
2019, the Specification of Competency Standards (SCS) for Testing, Inspection and Certification Industry
and the second version of SCS for Jewellery Industry namely as¥kE ¥ (BEIZZESRAAY (ETHR)
with the Units of Competency (UoCs) of Testing and Certification were announced by the Secretariat of
Hong Kong Qualification Framework (HKQF) which is a major initiative by HKSAR Government to support
lifelong learning and to enhance the quality and competitiveness of the workforce.

In Autumn 2019, GAHK announced the new mandatory CPD requirements for Certified Gemmologists.
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Chapter 2

2.0 CPD Requirements

2.1 Definition

The GAHK CPD Definition: “Continuing Professional Development (CPD) is the systematic maintenance,
improvement and broadening of relevant knowledge and skills, and the development of these qualities
necessary for the successful carrying out of professional duties throughout a gemmologist’s career. In this
establishment, it is aimed at enhancing individual worth and thus laboratory performance.”

2.2 Scope and Format

CPD covers matters of technical competency and professional knowledge as well as broader studies which
are of importance to the Certified Gemmologist (C.G.) on specific fields in the furtherance of their careers,
such as latest gemmological knowledge, ISO/IEC 17025 laboratory management system, legal aspects,
marketing, advanced equipment, professional ethics and social responsibilities. The format of CPD activities
includes, but shall not be limited to, participating the courses, lectures, seminars, conferences, workshops,
professional activities and study tours/missions.*

CPD programmes are categorized into the following areas, namely as

(i)  Knowledge Update,

(i) Advanced Testing Instrument Update, and

(iii)  Understanding on ISO/IEC 17025 Laboratory Management System.
In fulfilling the requirement of initial registration of Certified Gemmologist (C.G.), GAHK’s Fellow Members
are required to complete the Essential Specific Training Courses which are recognized by GAHK (see Annex B)
and accumulate total 18 CPD-hour in the three above-mentioned areas in past 24 months.
After successful initial registration, the Certified Gemmologists (C.G.) are encouraged to continually update
his/her knowledge and adopt a combination of the above-mentioned areas of CPD activities to fulfill the

requirements of accumulating 9 CPD-hour in an annual basis under the CPD-hour Accumulation System
(CAS).

*  The number of CPD hours counted of the CPD activities is subject to the decision of the Board of Directors of GAHK. Knowledge Update
Activities held by GAHK and other professional bodies as CPD hours are listed as reference in Annex A.
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2.3 CPD Contents & CPD-hour Accumulation System (CAS)

Subject to the subsequent reviews and in line with GAHK’s Certification and Label Scheme’s
requirement on the laboratory authorized signatory, the CPD requirement currently applies on the
testing of Fei Cui and testing/grading of Diamond.

2.4 Initial Registration for Certified Gemmologist on Fei Cui (C.G. Fei Cui)
(Chinese: 2RI 3532 125 AM)

For the initial registration of Certified Gemmologist on Fei Cui, the candidate, who should be the
Fellow Member of GAHK, has to complete the Essential Fei Cui (52) Specific Training Courses
which are recognized by GAHK and has progressively accumulated total 18 CPD-hour in the
following areas in the past 24 months.

The candidate is required to provide a complete description and record of the CPD activities/courses
which he/she has attended in the past 24 months.

(i) Knowledge Update

A total of 9 CPD-hour, with a minimum of 4 CPD-hour on Fei Cui testing related activities, have to be
accumulated in past 24 months. The attendance of “Essential CPD activities/events/programme” will
be counted and considerably regarded in the course of registration.

(i) Advanced Testing Instrument Update
Completion of the specific course of advanced testing equipment training on Fei Cui testing.

(iif) Understanding on ISO/IEC 17025 Laboratory Management System
Completion of the awareness seminars of ISO/IEC 17025 Laboratory Management System.

2.5 Initial Registration for Certified Gemmologist on Diamond
(C.G. Diamond) (Chinese: SRA[$#&7 $E2&EM)

For the initial registration of Certified Gemmologist on Diamond, the candidate, who should be the
Fellow Member of GAHK, has to complete the Essential Diamond Specific Training Courses
which are recognized by GAHK and has progressively accumulated total 18 CPD-hour in the
following areas in the past 24 months. The candidate is required to provide a complete description
and record of the CPD activities/courses which he/she has attended in the past 24 months.

() Knowledge Update

A total of 9 CPD-hour, with a minimum of 4 CPD-hour on Diamond testing and/or grading related
activities, have to be accumulated in past 24 months. The attendance of “Essential CPD activities/
events/programme” will be counted and considerably regarded in the course of registration.

(i) Advanced Testing Instrument Update

Completion of the specific training course of advanced testing equipment training on
Diamond Testing/Grading.

(i) Understanding on ISO/IEC 17025 Laboratory Management System

Completion of the awareness seminars of ISO/IEC 17025 Laboratory Management System.

4
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2.6 CPD Records

Certified Gemmologists are required to complete and return the CPD Declaration Form (Annex 2) together
with the membership subscription advice to GAHK.

2.7 Checking Compliance

Evidence of CPD participation might take the form of records in CPD Log Book “Record of Continuing
Professional Development” or a copy of CPD Record Form (Annex 3), receipts/certificates, reports received/
notes taken or attendance lists. A random checking on all Certified Gemmologists will be conducted and
members who are selected for checking will be asked to submit their evidences of CPD.

2.8 Exemption of CPD Assessment & CPD-hour Accumulation System (CAS)
Requirements of Accumulating 9 CPD-hour in an Annual Basis

Certified Gemmologists, who have fulfilled at least two of the following requirements, are eligible to
apply for an exemption of CPD assessment and CPD-hour Accumulation System (CAS) requirements of
accumulating 9 CPD-hour in an annual basis.

(i)  Having substantial amount of proven research works in Fei Cui testing or diamond testing/grading in
recent 5 years;

(i)  Having significant publications in Fei Cui testing or diamond testing/grading in international or
academic journals in recent 5 yeatrs.

(i)  Having considerable number of presentations, keynote speeches and/or practical workshops in
international conferences of gem testing, or in professional seminars in recent 5 years.

The candidate is required to provide a complete description, proven evidence and record of his/her works
in the application. An approval letter of exemption from CAS Requirements for a term of one year will be
granted to the successful applicants. In addition, the candidate should have more than fifteen years solid
experience in Fei Cui testing or Diamond testing/grading in order to be referred to the GAHK'’s Board of
Directors for deliberation. The final decision is subject to the decision of the Board of Directors of GAHK.
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3.0 Registration of Certified Gemmologist

Application:

Interested gemmologist shall submit the formal application form (Annex 1) together with the registration
fee and annual maintenance fee (*cheque is preferable) to the GAHK’s office by post.

Postal Address:
PO Box 97711, T.S.T., Kowloon, Hong Kong

*Cheque shall be made payable to “The Gemmological Association of Hong Kong Limited”

Initial registration fee:

Total HKD1,500 (Initial registration fee HKD1,200 and annual maintenance fee HKD300)




Annex 1

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Certified Gemmologist Initial
Registration Form

(Please complete this CPD Initial Registration Form and return to the GAHK together with the total fee of
HKD1,500 for process.)

Name: GAHK Membership No:

Field of Registration:

O Certified Gemmologist on Fei Cui (CG, Fei Cui). Total registration fee HKD1,500

(Initial registration fee HKD1,200 and annual maintenance fee HKD300)

O Certified Gemmologist on Diamond (CG, Diamond). Total registration fee HKD1,500

(Initial registration fee HKD1,200 and annual maintenance fee HKD300)

| declare that I have fulfilled the mandatory CPD initial registration requirements within two years
from this date of application.

Signature: Date:
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Annex 2

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Declaration Form

(Certified Gemmologists are required to complete this CPD Declaration Form and return to the GAHK
together with the membership subscription payment for record.)

| declare that | have completed the mandatory CPD requirements in the last calendar year
from to and my record may be called in for review. (See Annex A)

(Yes / No)*

*Please delete as appropriate

If yes, please advise your CPD attainment: Hours

If no, please specify reasons:

Signature: Date:
Name: GAHK Membership No.:
(in block letters)

Note 1: The mandatory CPD-hour requirements in a calendar year is 9 CPD-hour.

8
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Annex 3

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Record Form

Continuing Education and Training Gained After Certified Gemmologist Registration

- . \ Examination CPD-hour
Date Activity Content Activity Organizer (Y/N) Claimed
Total:
Name: GAHK Membership No.:
Signature: Date:
9
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Annex 4

CPD Summary to Certified Gemmologist
The GAHK CPD Definition

“Continuing Professional Development (CPD) is the systematic maintenance, improvement and broadening
of relevant knowledge and skills, and the development of these qualities necessary for the successful
carrying out of professional duties throughout a gemmologist’s life. In this establishment, it is aimed at
enhancing individual worth and thus corporate performance.”

Format

The format of CPD activities can include but not be limited to participating and organising of courses,
lectures, seminars/symposia, conferences, presentations, workshops and professional activities.

Note:

1. You are encouraged to adopt a ‘balanced’ approach, adopting a combination of CPD activities in fulfilling
the CPD-hour Accumulation System (CAS) requirement. In particular, you are encouraged to update your
knowledge in gem testing and identification, and laboratory management.

2. Please either complete the CPD log proforma attached or provide a copy of your CPD Log Book for
submission to the GAHK; any non-compliance found will automatically be subject to further audit for the
following year. Supporting documents and relevant evidence may be called in for review if there are any
doubts on any particular item recorded.




Annex A

Referential information of seminars/workshops/activities held by GAHK and other professional bodies (¥)
in previous years that are eligible for counting CPD hours include:

(1) Knowledge Update

Weighting:

Seminars Title or topic CPD hour to be counted

A Launch Ceremony of Hong Kong Standard Testing Methods for
Fei Cui and Professional Seminar of Fei Cui Identification, Testing &

3
Advanced Technologies.
(Date: 2016/03/04, Speaker: Prof. Ren LU, Organizer: GAHK)
HK Standard Testing Methods for Fei Cui and Fei Cui Identification
and Testing Technologies 3

(Date: 2016/03/04, Speaker: Dr Hu Chuyan, Prof Mimi Ouyang, Mr
KK Chow, Organizer: HKTDC, GAHK)

Fei Cui

Certification and Testing, Professionalization and
Internationalization of Business Practice in the Fei Cui Jewellery
Industry 2
(Date: 2016/09/17, Speaker: Professor Yang Mingxing, Mr Tommy
Tsui and Dr Daniel Nyfeler, Organizer: GAHK, UBM Asia, HKCTC)

Comparative analysis of Fei Cui from three major localities:
Myanmar, Russia and Guatemala

(Date: 2017/09/16, Speaker: Professor Ouyang, Dr Andreas
Burkhardt, Dr Lei, Organizer: GAHK)




VS ‘o

Annex A

Weighting:

Seminars Title or topic CPD hour to be counted

New Identification of Synthetic & Natural Diamonds and Analysis
of Synthetic Diamonds’' Supply & Demand in Global Market.

(Date: 2019/03/01, Speaker: Dr Joe C.C. Yuen, Organizer: HKTDC, 2
GAHK & IAJMPP as Supporting Organisations)

Beyond Green Diamonds — A Study of Naturally Colored and Treated

Diamonds to Solve the Mystery of the Most Difficult Color Origins )

(Date: 2019/09/17, Speaker: Dr. Thomas Hainschwang, Organizer:
Natural Color Diamond Association)

GIC Cultured Diamond Symposium
Diamond (Date: 2019/09/20, Speaker: Professor Andy Shen and Dr Shu Jun, 2
Organizer: GIC)

GIA iD100°®: Expanded Capabilities

The GIA Diamond Origin Report: Diamond Traceability Based on
Science 1
(Date: 2019/09/17, Speaker: Mr Tom Moses and Dr Wuyi Wang,
Organizer: GIA)

Updates on Diamond Prospecting and Mining, and the Magnificent
Cullinan Diamond 2
(Date: 2018/11/27, Speaker: Mr Mark R. Cullinan, Organizer: GAHK)

Weighting:

Seminars Title or topic CPD hour to be counted

Jewellery Appraisal and Gemstone Standards: Integrity,
Authenticity and Consumer Confidence

(Date: 2015/03/07, Speaker: Prof. Ren LU, Mr KK CHOW, Organizer:
HKTDCQ)

How analytics and algorithms change the work of gem labs: a few
examples,Gem mining activities in Tanzania and Sri Lanka

(Date: 2015/06/27, Speaker: Dr Daniel Nyfeler and Mr Hpone- Phyo
Kan-Nyunt, Organizer: UBM Asia Ltd & GAHK)

Gemmology Seminar of Mogok, Myanmar

G (Date: 2015/05/19, Speaker: Dr Edward Liu, Organizer: GAHK)
emstone

Update &
Identification

'Yellow lead-glass-filled sapphire' and 'To What Extent for Heat
Treatment of Ruby’

(Date: 2015/09/20, Speaker: Mr Boontawee Sriprasert & Dr
Pornsawat Wathanakul, Organizer: GIT)

Consistency through Standards and Great Discoveries
(Date: 2016/09/17, Speaker: Dr Daniel Nyfeler and Ms Helen 1
Molesworth, Organizer: Gubelin Gem Lab Ltd)

Ruby and Sapphire Treatments, and Update
(Date: 2017/06/24, Speaker: Dr Pornsawat Wathanakul, Organizer: 2
The Gemmological Association of Hong Kong, Co- organiser: GIT)

12
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(2) Advanced Testing Equipment Update

. . Weighting:
Workshop Title or topic CPD hour to be counted
The New Thinkings in Authentication of Fei Cui
(Date: 2015/03/17, Speaker: Prof. Mimi OUYANG, Organizer: 1
Hong Kong Council for Testing and Certification )
Advance Detection of trace elements in coloured gemstones and Fei
Testin Cui, State of the Art in non-destructive ED-XRF analysis 1
9 (Date: 2017/02/24, Speaker: Dr. Andreas Burkhardt,
Instrument Organizer: GAHK)
Update 9 ’
Industry Trends and Opportunities for the Gemmological
Community in Hong Kong 1
(Date: 2015/07/17, Speaker: Brad Campbell & Michael
Goren, Organizer: Sarine Hong Kong Ltd)
(3) Understanding on ISO/IEC 17025 Laboratory Management System
Training Class . . Weighting:
& Seminars Title or topic CPD hour to be counted
Laboratory Quality Management System Based on I1SO/IEC 4
17025:2017 (Essential CPD Module for
(Date: 2017/11/04, Speaker: Mr CK Cheung, Organizer: o ) )
GAHK) initial registration of CG)
ISS/OIEQCO?;Ogés 2015150 9001 & ISO/IEC 17025 Training Class 4
Seminars (Date: 2016/07/23, Speaker: Mr Horace Leung, Consultant (Essential CPD Module for

of HKPC, Organizer: GAHK)

initial registration of CQG)

ISO/IEC 17025 Training Course
(Date: 2016/07/23, Speaker: Mr CK Cheung, Organizer:
GAHK)

4
(Essential CPD Module for
initial registration of CG)

(*) The professional bodies are referred to the offices of international gem testing and professional
gemmological training institutes in Hong Kong.




Annex B

Referential information of the Essential Fei Cui Specific Training
Course

The Essential Fei Cui (3522) Specific Training Course shall include, but not limited to, the
following teaching and learning modules and activities:

A. Lecture based modules (classroom activities)

- Fundamental theory of Fei Cui, definition and nomenclature of Fei Cui and its three members
of Jadeite Jade, Kosmochlor Jade and Omphacite Jade

- Set of visual examination skills and tactile discrimination techniques that enable the learner to
recognize the features related to the visual stimulus of Fei Cui test items

- Classification of natural and treated Fei Cui (Type A, Type B, Type C, Type B+C)

- The comprehensive testing methodology and testing procedures for item of Fei Cui

- Basic principles of testing equipment including Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrometer and
Infrared Spectrum Fingerprint Identification method

- The analysis of testing results, data and technical specifications when issuing Fei Cui test
reports or test certificates

- The formats and contents of Fei Cui test reports or test certificates

B. Hands-on practical modules (classroom activities)

- Practice the comprehensive testing methods of test items of Fei Cui including visual
examination skills and tactile discrimination techniques

- Use the basic hand-held testing tools and instruments to examine and identify the test item
of Fei Cui, treatment types of Fei Cui and visual stimulus of Fei Cui

- Understanding the operation principles of testing equipment including Fourier Transform
Infrared Spectrometer

- Production procedures of Fei Cui test reports or test certificates

- Practical sessions (in gem testing laboratory, if achievable)

C. Other non-classroom activities

- Onsite visit to gem testing laboratory, jade trade fairs

- Attend professional seminars, workshops or forums

- Self-learning with additional learning materials provided

D. Assessments and examination
- Coursework & assignment

- Practical assessment

- Written examination

Note: Course duration: at least 75 learning hours including lecture and hands-on practical sections,
practical sessions in gem testing laboratory, practical assessment and assessment by written
examination.

14
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Referential information of the Essential Diamond Specific Training
Course

The Essential Diamond Specific Training Course shall include, but not limited to, the following
teaching and learning modules and activities:

A. Lecture based modules (classroom activities)

- Basic theory and concepts of diamond, synthetic diamonds and diamond treatments

- Set of visual examination skills and authenticity identification techniques that enable
the learner to recognize the features related to diamond, synthetic diamonds, diamond
simulant and imitations

- Classification of diamond types, synthetic diamonds and treated diamonds

- Basic principles of testing, authenticity identification and quality grading equipment of
diamond

- The procedures of weight measurement (carat), colour grading, cut grading and clarity
grading of polished diamonds and different grading systems

- The analysis of testing results, data and technical specifications when issuing diamond
identification and grading reports or certificates

- Theformats and contents of diamond identification and grading reports or certificates

A. Hands-on practical modules (classroom activities)

- Practice the authenticity identification and grading methods of test items of diamond
including visual examination skills and identification techniques

- Use the basic hand-held testing tools and instruments to examine and identify the test item
of diamond, diamond stimulus and imitations

- Understanding the operation principles of authenticity identification and grading
equipment

- Production procedures of diamond identification and grading reports or certificates

- Practical sessions (in gem testing laboratory, if achievable)

A. Other non-classroom activities

- Onsite visit to gem or diamond testing laboratory, diamond and jewellery trade fairs
- Attend professional seminars, workshops or forums

- Self-learning with additional learning materials provided

B. Assessments and examination

- Coursework and/or assignment (if appropriate)
- Practical assessment or examination

- Written examination

Note: Course duration: at least 75 learning hours including lecture and hands-on practical
sections, practical sessions in gem testing laboratory, practical assessment and assessment by
written examination.

15
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Values and Implications
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CIBJO Congress 2019 conducts a Fei Cui special session, EBE L2 eREWEAKE -
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Training Course of Fei Cui and Diamond to the
Customs and Excise Department.
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